School Annual Education Report (AER) Cover Letter

August 18, 2010
Dear Parents and Community Members:

We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key information on the 2009-2010 educational progress at  Hope Academy.   The AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and state laws. The school’s report contains information about student assessment, Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and teacher quality.  If you have any questions about the AER, please contact Veneda Fox Sanders, Principal for assistance.

The AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site www.hopeacad.org  or you may review a copy from the office at Hope Academy.
For 2009-2010, Hope Academy made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  While we are pleased to have reached this important goal, we are continuously working to improve. We appreciate the continued support of parents, staff and our community in this effort.
PROCESS FOR ASSIGNING PUPILS TO HOPE ACADEMY
The process for assigning students to Hope Academy as follows:

· Current students are given an opportunity to re-enroll during the month of January annually.  This is a one page form to be completed by the parent/guardian of the student.

· For students new to Hope Academy there is a designated three week time frame during the month of February when the new enrollment window opens up. Advertisements for new enrollees are posted on the school’s website, and in the Michigan Chronicle weekly newspaper.
· Interested parents/guardians complete an application and submit the application with a copy of the child’s birth certificate, immunization record, social security card and current report card to the Enrollment Officer at the school.

· A lottery is held if the number of available slots exceeds the number of students enrolling. Parents/guardians are notified of the date, time and place where the lottery will be held.

THE STATUS OF THE 3-5 YEAR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

The School Improvement Plan is updated annually. This is an opportunity for the staff, parents and the community to provide feedback and input regarding initiatives and recommendations for improving Hope Academy.
TO ACCESS A COPY OF THE CORE CURRICULUM

Hope Academy utilizes the Kent County 4 Curriculum also known as The Curriculum Crafter.  Interested parties in viewing the curriculum may access it via the website: www.curriculumcrafter.com or come to the school to view a hard copy. The process Hope Academy utilizes to implement the curriculum involve input from the staff, parents and community. Additionally, we utilize the data from the testing programs, parent’s surveys and school data to determine whether the curriculum is meeting the needs of the students. The most significant difference in Hope’s curriculum and the state’s model is the Curriculum Crafter provides specific lessons targeted for the Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE).
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT DATA FOR THE STANDARDIZED TESTS

Hope Academy students in Kindergarten through sixth grade are tested annually utilizing the IOWA Tests of Basic Skills. The student’s performance for the school years-2009 and 2010 is identified on a separate link.

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES ATTENDANCE
Parent Teacher Conferences (PTC) is an important component of the school’s program. The most recent data for attendance is three hundred thirty-six (336) parents which represents 70% of our school population.
At Hope Academy we appreciate the opportunity to educate the young leaders of tomorrow. We are pleased that you trust the education of your child to the qualified and caring staff of Hope Academy. Our number one goal is to ensure that your child has a dynamic school experience at Hope Academy! Please let us know how we are doing.
Educationally Yours,

Veneda Fox Sanders

Principal
